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According to a report released Sept. 5 by Anti- narcotics Police director Col. Rosso Jose Serrano,
more than 12,000 ha. of Colombian territory is planted in opium poppies. The report indicates that
during the last two years, Anti-narcotics Police have destroyed approximately 8,000 ha. of the plants
and seized 775 kg. of poppy seed, 8,351 grams of processed heroin, 843 grams of morphine and 9,283
grams of opium paste. [A Nov. 19, 1991, report by the Administrative Security Department (secret
police, DAS) indicated that about 25,000 ha. of Colombian territory were planted in opium poppies.
(See NotiSur, 01/08/92.)] The report indicated that Colombian traffickers are increasingly turning to
more-profitable heroin in place of cocaine. About 15,000 ha. of national territory are planted in coca.
The majority of the cocaine processed in Colombia is derived from coca grown elsewhere, primarily
in Bolivia and Peru. Anti-narcotics Police have confiscated a total of 74,213 kg. of cocaine during the
past two years, along with 13,943 kg. of coca base and 665,780 kg. of marijuana. The report indicated
that 53 Anti-narcotics Police officers have been killed and 75 have been injured in the line of duty
during the past two years. A total of 2,595 suspected drug traffickers have been arrested during the
two-year period. On Sept. 10, Serrano reported the seizure of 11 kg. of opium, 1 kg. of heroin and
1 kg. of morphine. Four people were arrested in connection with the seizure. On Sept. 27, Antinarcotics Police seized 178 kg. of poppy extract from which opium, morphine and heroin are derived
in Bosconia, Cesar department. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 09/05/92, 09/10/92, 09/27/92)
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